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Ec: MoH it may conſidered ... 
5 4 highly preſumptyous.i in an humble 
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Tet from the whole t tenor of your” Lord: 


| "tained that you will patiently attend to 


any repreſentation that carries with it 


f even the hope of public benefit; and 


oy 


; readily exerciſe powers, which actually 
exiſt with you, of affording remedies to 
grievances which are become almoſt too 
intolerable to be endured. 


: — 
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1 cannot have eſcaped 1. notice of * 
your Lordſhips, that at taſt one half of . 
the buſineſs which 1 is brought forward in 
our eourts,/d during term, is _— 
matter ariſing from mal practices, m 
conduct, or ignorance df attornies not 


Wich no queſtion of right is agitited, 
ot determined, and in which the Tultbrs 
Have no other coneern, than as they lite | : 


to be durthened with the coſts of the 


eue. added to the cofts Whith | 
they ought-to incur in the proſec 
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mule al theiy;real intereſts... If this 


dlatement is admitted to be correct, and 1 
| beheve/it cannot be controverted, it will 
follow, that nearly one half of the lay 

prese of the kingdom is jpeurpd, nor 

. - pnly. unneceſſarily, but vexatioully, in: 

Auriouſſy and uojuRly,—and- W bee 

It will alſo follow, that this expendis | 

ture is productive of ſtill greater evils; | 

for of theſe needleſs and uſeleſs litigations, | 

fraud, chicanery, and perjury,. are the 
leading and predominant features, and 
as they are merely ſtruggles: for undue 
advantages, the means by which they are 
obtained is little regarded ; and theſe 
conteſts are conducted, on both ſides, 
upon the virtuous principle, that to ſuc- 
ceed, is to leyy contributions on the op- 

2 to fail, is to _— a the 
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me to call your e attention to 
that of the ſittings at Ni Prius, Will ap- 
pearances be more favourable here? Ts 
the ſubject of one cauſe in ten worthy of 
legal diſcuſſion ? Are they not in general 
grounded on petty ſquabbles, bloodleſs 
aſſaults, and trivial diſputes? _ Do they 
not, in the like proportion, appear to be 
rather the ſuits of the a'tornies than the 
clients Andi is not the dignity of your 
courts ſported with, the property of the 
Parties ſcandalouſly plundered, and the 
time of the Juries ſhamefully waſted, in 
 proſermaing and bringing to ſolemn trial 


1 


To the prevalence of theſe grievances 
bl the univerſal voice of mankind will bear 
5 teſtimony, and * truſt your Lordſhips | 
| will honour with your approbation an 


attempt to explore the ſource of wem, 
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Of all * ve profeſion and a . 
in life, there is no one ſo univerſally . 


held in diſlike as that of an attorney. 
Every play that i 1s exhibited on the ſtage— 
every novel that is produced at a eircu- 


cations, teem with anecdotes, tales, and 


| branchof thelegal profeſſors 1 into diſgrace; 


founded in truth, and ſo nearly univerſal 


condemn, as Age the general re- 
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lating library—every news-paper, in the. 
voluminous heap of theſe diurnal publi- 


circumſtances, tending to bring this 


nor will | venture to call theſe aſperſions, 
4 abuſe or detraction, they are too often 


is the demerit, that it is hardly poſſible 


RE. pa the {Et it will not be im- 
"FO n to "HO: to yur Lordſhips, 
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with: great deference, +I an. 
attorney ſhould be, an WIR a * 
= he i is. NR 
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8 FX A erwey. 1 conceive, mould be offi 
1 $7 | atleaft, reſpe table parentage, of alba 
. 5 education, and of unexceptionable moral 
character; ; he ſhould poſſeſs patience to 
* hear the caſe of his elient, judgment to 
cover the truth of it, through the falſe 
i colouting of ſelf-intereſt and partiality; 

and intcgrity to adviſe him to deſiſt, * 

his cauſe appears unjuſt or weak, and to 
ſettle the beſt cauſe amicably, if his op. 
| 7 IgA ſhews ud ſuch artery te ES 


Having undertaken the proſecution or 
| 5 defence of a cauſe, he ſhould be vigilant 
In the purſuit of it, ſtrenuous in his en- 
dlc eavours to ſupport the intereſts. of his 
8 | b client, and ig careful that neither 
* = 5 "delay, 


"delay; gi; or x nicontr x iy be 
Ro nn to nim. Wh 255 
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40 theſe n it Wh neceſſary that his 
nite abilities ſhould be above medio—ꝛ 
erity, and his early education improved 

by proper inſtruction, and by reading, 


| Rudy, asd attendance on the courts in T 
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| And it is above all "didn indiſpenſible 

mat he ſhould be inflexibly honeſt: 
many are the temptations to which he is 
: Expoſed, and every virtuous and religious | 
25 "principle mult unite to reſiſt the . 


And here in grateful tribute to many 
| "ubbiten of the profeſſion with whom I 
have had the "honour and happineſs 1 to 
: pra ice 1 muſt bear teſtimony to a truth, 
which your Lordſhips will alſo acknow- 

ledge n — that the * 8 
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not an ideal one, but that numbers (un- 


equal I confeſs to thoſe of very! different 
3 complexions, whoſe portraits I am about 
+, to exhibit) are yet to be found, whoſe 


ſelves, and ſhoot a ray of light acroſs the 


of attornies is unhappily enveloped,” 
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bociety, the miſcreant pettifogging tribe, 
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integrity, profeſſional knowledge, and 
E- general talents, refle& honour, on them- 


dark ſhade of diſgrace i in which the body 


- Painful will Ip my taſk 3 in MOM e | 
"tion of the oppoſite character; but the 


1  Loxdſhips would be unanſwered, if 1 
timould n neglect to bring forward the esd 
| ful contraſt, and hold up thoſe peſts of 


1 as the objects of public ſcorn, and of 
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be attorney. af this, unfoatunately.too 
numerous, claſs, derives, his bixth, from 
the dregs of the people, and. is in his- 

earlieſt years accuſtomed to che meaneſt 

| offices, and the moſt ſecvile employments * 
5 his « education | is confined to reading and . 
7 1 writing ; and thus qualified, he obtains | 
4 employment! in the houſe of ſome attor- : 


„ „ 4 w* 


ney, as a houſehold ſervant, and i is 96ca- 2 


| 1 fionally : admitted, to bis office, to copy 
46 pleadings, and ſerve writs and notices, . 
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6 23 1 a I 3+ veg] 219 +4 . . 
n Fo next ſtep he, i is elevated to the 


i 5 5 a of a hackney writer, and, i in \ this 
5 „ e he aſſociates with bis brethren, 
- - and among them, with ſome of the loweſt, DD 
and worſt admitted attornies 3 from omg . | 
1 one of theſe, a a rrfling ſum procures him 
* articles of clerkſhip, and, without ſery- 
| ing . fingle hour of Me or. knowing 5 
whether the perſon ph whom he is arti- oe 


fled, has one ſingle piece of bulineſs, or 
Pet: 3 1 4 4 even 


- - "To we. 
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parts of his future practice, which may 
render it convenient not to be over tender 
in the fabrication of affidavits, or to 


end of five years be b himſelf for 


Admiſſion, and receiving the authority of 


the court, ſets out on his practice as an 

. attorney and ſolicitor ; where or how he 5 

| obtains a certificate from a barriſter or 

a clerk i in the Court of Chancery, is an 
72 enquiry which 1 am incompetent to 


make, though it may be well worth the 2 
e of your LOG e 


But ende can be Aist. he is 


2 TPP to make „elm oath, that be 


bas regularly ſerved a clerkſhip of foe years, ; 
and this oath he ſwallows without heſi- 


tation, thus qualifying himſelf for thoſe : 


kold in any other than. an hypothetical 
Light, the e that truth 1 is the baſis 
From 


ä 


themſelves to the courts in ſhapes ſo va- 


* 


if rom ſuch Aa commencement PERRY 


to that entry, it muſt be inferred, that he 
is equally wanting in profeſſional, 75 
every other ber of n 


ws * profeſſion 


and he muſt live—hence the nefarious 
practices - the promotion and encourage- 
ment of petty ſuits—the ſhifts; ſubter- 


fuges, and quirks; the fraud, oppreſſion, 
and complicated iniquity;- which. ſhew 


nous, and under diſguiſes ſo difficult of ., 


; detection, as often to baffle even the keen 

reſearches of Juſtice herſelf, and not un- 
frequently to leave villainy triumphant, 
over open and unſuſpecting innocence. 
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; not be unfair to ſuggeſt, that he en- 9 
| | ters. upon the profeſſion. totally devoid of 
principle, and from the detail of his life 
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5 Ps 0 Not a are theſe the only Tpecich of tegal . 
+.  Interlopers, there is yet another ſet, who 
Without the wretched gradation above | 


deſcribed, failing i in ſucceſs in their or- 


dinary trades and callings, or conceiving 
the profeſſion of the law to be leis labo- 
2 rious and more lucrative; jump into it 
at once without the prefaratory qualifi- 
cation of even a pretended clerkſhip and 


* the aid of the common indulgent 
clauſe 1 in ſome annual aft of parliament, 
in favour of thoſe who neglect to file the 


affidavit required by law in due time, 


and the aſſiſt ance of a few conſciences ag 


eaſily managed as their own; commence 
F and' finiſh their educations in the duration 


of a lunar revolution; having ſpent the 
45 years immediately preceding their 


_ --admifſions, in the bumble occupations, 
for which God and nature * defsved 


| hems 


'F- 13 # 1 
Of each of theſe claſſes; 1 beg leave ta 


| Pon out à few individuals, who are with- 


in the narrow compaſs of my own and. | 


_ cular naoh. 


: TIM. , Fg 
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. Upwards of 20 e now in prac- 


tice who have worn liveries, or acted in 
the W of menial and domeſtic 13 


One in particular, who having been a 
livery ſervant himſelf, has at this time 
another GENTLEMAN of the ſame deſcrip- 
tion, articled to him: the articled clerk 


' Ding remote from his maſter, and hav- 
ing. during ſp much of the term of his 


clerkſhip as hath hitherto elapſed, acted 
as a pentifogger on his qwn account. 


2 een attorney, who hem 
the greateſt part of his clerkſhip on board 
the hulks at Woolwich. 

One 


, — 


1 
. Ons. . practiſing attorney, who 


|  ferved his whole * within * 
1 walls we priſon. 


g — 


One other attorney now in practice, 


ho, after having been many years a 
5 Journeyman pawnbroker, found it con- 


venient, for very cogent reaſons, to quit 
that employment for m profeſion * the. 


Jaw. 
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One other attorney admitted in the 
Court of Common Pleas, on the laſt day 
of the laſt Michaelmas term, who, within 
three years now laſt paſt, has ſigured in 
the feveral capacities of, an advertiſing 


money-broker, under the ſignature of 


initial letters; a ' keeper of a lottery- 
office; and of a bureau · d ecrivaine, in a 


| 85 nttle paltry ſhop ; and againſt whom a 
warrant 1 is now out, granted by a fitting 


; * — , 
* 1 - 
c — 
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15 TY 
Alderman, and backed by A Magiſtrate 
for the county of Middleſex, upon a 


charge, by oath, of obtaining t my by 
falſe pretences. | | 3 


wa 


| DE other attorney, who- having been 
expelled for ſome improprieties of con- 
duct, from a public inſtitution, to which | 
| he was a domeſtic ſervant, is now exer- | 
ciſing his talents in the line of en his | 


; e ne 8 


" + 
a * 
* 
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ö An articled clerk, 2D is worthily 4 
employing bis ee, in the 5 „ 


1 


1 who aka an, * livelitoed 
a a common informer, till, by his ad- 

miſſion, he ſhall be permitted to levy 
legal contributions in the character of 
an attorney, 
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admitted i in one of the four ſucceeding 


Fe 0 Y 3 
228 ' | s > S * 9 44 1 
ter ; A I ITE TE, 7 „„ 
” * * 
1 * 


5 


This little catalogue may ſerve as F ſpe- 

cimen of the reſpectability of the preſent 
and intended future attornies, and ſolicits 
016; but my knowledge of ſuch characters 
3s; thank God, very confined. Would 
every worthy attorney contiibute his ſhare 
of information, 1 apprehend the liſt 
would be frightfully extenſive. 


Fre in thus abe in 1 8 ſhips 


view, the qualifications, qualities, and de- 
 ſ{criptions, of the ordinary herd of attor- 
mies, 1 ſhall proceed to ſtate their general | 


demeanor, and to offer a few inſtances - 
of their dangerous and panes" We. 
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| 2 they are © per l l in every quarter : 


of the metropolis, one or two of them 7 


(for like ſome other beaſts of prey, they 
frequently prowl in couples) find out the 


evening haunts of the lower. order ': 
x radeſmen, and introducing themſelves, 12 


by the ſuperi jor title of Lawyers, and the 15 
appearance of a better coat than moſt of 
the company, they eaſily, get admiſſion 
| to the clubs and mectings of thek r | 
bange victims. F 


jerk þ Gina thing Wine ks theſe - ſocieties ; 
of the ignorant, the conſequences. are ob- ü 
vious, they contrive to turn the egnverſar 


$ : 3 tion to profeſſional exploits of their own 


5 performance ; and boaſt of their abilities. 
| or ſucceſs in ſtrains of aſſertion ſuited to . 
their auditors. There i is ſcarce a man in 
ſuch companies, | but. has received, or, 
which is to him the ſame thing, fancies he 

| din recgiped, ſome injury! from a neigh- 
=. TT 8 I 
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0 venged; or has been deprived of. ſon 


property, which he 'wilkes to tile, 5 
warmed by the converſation of theſe fons 

of legal knowledge, he ſtates his caſe; ; 
the lawyers help him out, and between 


them a pretence for going to law i is ſome 
way diſcovered : to the iterate, and un- 


informed, nothing can be ſo ſweet as the 
promiſe of triumph; the action is com- 
menced]; the lawyer, 29 deals for ready 
money only, draws caſh: for every move of 
proceeding, and nurſing the cauſe with 
every ſpecies of delay, the client's purſe is 


4 bo drained, he can no longer ſupply the _ 
| a ; calls of his attor ney, and he i 18 obliged to 


relinquiſh his hopes, at the moment When 


he is told that a fem pounds would inſure 


him their complete accompliſhment : ant x 
this the honeſt practiſer ventures to afſert 


0 without apprehenſion of detection, havitig 
v7 ally founded the depth of his clients 
[LEO N \ arg C1 © pocl 


4A 25 
1 
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ms 


pocket, in a og courſe of applications 
: Wo: it. 5 1 ED 


0 Should this fund « of buſineſs "EY "there. 
pe yet other reſources. | At: meetings 
like theſe, the pot circulates freely, dif- 
Putes aun they are with little difficulty © 

ripened into quarrels, and a few black 
| eyes, and bloody noſes, afford excellent 
food for theſe anthroponbagi; and as in all 
conteſted. caſes. two attornies muſt be 
apparently, engaged, it generally. happens 
that two ſtars of the ſame magnitude 
twinkle 1 in one <onfellatiog. 


The ns of . priſons in 
and about the metropolis ſwarm with 
: attornies of this deſcription. | Every man 
who becomes an inhabitant of a priſon, 
ſuppoſes himſelf injured or oppreſſed ; he 

complains of his grievances, and is im- 

er recommended to a lawyer, WQ 

5 „„ will 


U 


* 


3 ail a 3 for en number of | 
8 legal objections are taken to the proceed- | 
oY ings againſt him—ſome one of theſe 1 Es 


be. fatal—his liberation-. is certain. 


Money is raiſed, at the expence of the | 
| little neceſſaries which might procure him 
comfort in his confinement ; ; effort after 
Effort is made, all equally unſucceſsful, till 
at length he diſcovers, too late, that he has 1 
been the dupe of a mercenary pretender ; 5 
he wiſhes to throw himſelf on the mercy 


| of his plaintiff, who, enraged at the 


| expences which he has incurred by theſe 


fruitleſs ſtruggles, is inexorable, and the 


unhappy wretch is left to pine, too pro- 


4 Wa to FOND, in want and n, 


1 
. 


Thus are the 1 e of people, 


7 


and the moſt unfortunate, "conſtantly | 
pfreyed on; thus is the law diſhonoured, 
the profeſſion of it diſgraced, and the 
means which our conflitution offers to. 
VVT redreſs. 


+ 11 4 — 


N the injured tas protect the op- 


preſſed, ſhamefully and ſcandalouſly per- 


| verted to the purpoſes of rapine, extor- 
1 tion, and villainy. : OLE EN 


5 17 


3M Gt if it was poſſible to purſue an 


enquiry through the various cells of the 
 feveral priſons for debtors, in and about 
| the capital, it would be found that nearly 
one half of the miſerable occupiers have 
been reduced to that ſituation by miſ- 


* l 


7 placed e in low and F 


55 ging attornies, 


It may | nk appear extraordinary, | 


that wretches grovelling i in the dirt I have . 
7 deſcribed, ſhould have the means of pay- 
ing down the ſum levied by act of parlia- 
ment on every practiſing attorney; and 
did they find it neceſſary to conform 
to, this law, it would probably, with 
e of 18 be. extremely diffi- 

cult; 


% 
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. ;, 1 hats e to. thee are: 8 with 


i lubtecfuge, four or bre of theſe geatry 


combine together, and making a ſubſerip- 


tion fund for raiſing. the. fave pounds, | 
one of the number 1 is inveſted with the 
legal character, and the others practiſe : 


in, his name; and this, fraud on the re- 
venue is productive of a ſtill greater evil, 


It. binds the fraternity together in bands 


of fellowſhip, . expoſes the unhappy ſab- | 
becks of their depredations to the united 


efforts of many, inſtead of one; and as 


they are to divide the ſpoils, the plun- 5 
der muſt be proportioned to the qr. 


"viſion. 2 


Nor n grievance ſtop here —like 
- the reptile by which the father of evil is 
repreſented, they procreate in their dung- 5 
bills; each of theſe lawyers has an articled 


Clerk or two, every, one of whom i is a 


| pettifoggr in miez and as the tall 


1 
. 


* 


/ 


1 


* 
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15 Urte; Us the WOT Epen! A : 
maturity, earlier or later, as beſt ſults 5 
the purpoſes of the maſters, and hne 


clerks, they multiply | in a much quicker 

proportion than two in fe years, 
periods, far ſhort of that duration, r. 
5 as the terms of wat wen, 


$4 +$, © 7 
—— ; * 1 * ; ö 3 * x a, 4 5 * 1 1 PAY 
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Aud Rete 1 could point out to Four | b 
ni inſtances, where the cauſe has x 


been commenced in one name, and in the 
courſe r it changed to another, each of 


"the two. 


the laſt man having 1 in the outſet ſworn, 
that he Was Alen to the firſt, and! in the 


ſublſequent proceedin; 85; the firſt n man have 125 
"Ing declared himſelf on bath to be clerk 


tothe lat; and theſe ſhifts of character do 


not uncommonly decafion che miſchiefs 
they are deſigned to produce, confound- | 
1 * the fair — and rendering * 
a a 


aftornies appearing, by affidavits 
_ filed, to have acted as clerk and maſter "i 


. 


= age for 1 to 6x the enormities, 
8 be win moſt , e. 


ry , 
| * t ni 4 ee 
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Ane 8 ta 1 Lordbip⸗ 

1 e frightful picture of the miſcreant 1 
1 attorney, the taſk. 1 have undertaken fol 
leads me to prove by circumſtance his 

7 dangerous and nefarious practices in the 
2 ; courts: and though in the execution of 
this caſt of my office, 1 am almoſt over- . 
| _ whelmed with the, quantity and variety 
of matter, yet 1 ſhall confine myſelf to 1 85 
| aver few inſtances, becauſe this, is apart IT 
of the complaint which I have undertaken 
0 exhibit to your Lordſhips, that has. | 
fallen much more under your Lordſhips' 
1 own obſervations, than the profeſſi onal 
births, 2 and out. of. door en of . 
tek 1 85 of „ 1 1 


* 


= - 25 . ö 
Bout before enter on theſe particulars, 5 
* maſt requeſt y your Lordſhips' permiſſion "oy 


» 11 
eo. $ BET 


10 make one general obſervation, which 
0 

may tend to give weight and force 10 

dhe examples! I mean to o offer, „ 


» 


W 1 2 f 8 21 **, 


<P 


in all interlocutory matters; the couflk | 
bs for the party who is aggrieved. or ſup: 
poſes himſelf aggrieved by ircezularity of 
| proceeding, to apply to the court for 9 
rule to ſhew cauſe why the proceedings 
complained of ſhould not be ſet aſide with 
coſts; ; and this application is grounded 
'on affidavit of the fact, or ſappoſed fact, 
of irregularity, which frequently arifes | 
from ſome conyerſation between the par- 
ties, or their attornies; from fone con- 
 geived defect in the manner or time of 
ſerving notices, or from fome other mat- 
ter which can only be determined by the 
paths of thoſe concerned: on this appli- 
Kation the rule is granted ; and it is the 


n N E 5 dbußneß 
3 i * 


{ 


- 


7 


th 1, 


| buſineſs r OT attorney who * er i | 
| Tuppoſed 1 to be, irregular, to purge him- 
felf of the charge by affidavit ; ; if he does : 


this, the rule i 1s diſcharged, if de fails to 


do it, it is made abſolute; and in either k 


* 


aſe mor commonly with coſts, UC 


I. 
* 


EY 


. > 1 * * 7 $ "_ * 6 
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Hence it appears, that he, to wbom 


oaths are no obſtaeles, will purpoſely | be 
Kc to bring on that train of pro- 


.nl 


certainty, eie Fer of tits + to him; kor 


28 he is to be the laſt ſwearer, no doubt 


can be entertained; and i in moſt conteſts 
of this kind, it may be obſerved, that the 


charge of irregularity | is brought againſt 


the pettifogging attorney; and in nine 
caſes out of den, is completely obviated, 
5 himſelf or his clerks. 4 ON 7 


maſter was ned, at the ſuit of a tradeſ- 


man, | 


| Same years ago. a celebrated dancing- 


4 In 
. = 
= * 


+ 27 17 
mam, for rl debt, ſomewhat above 20 l. 
by an attorney of equal celebrity, (who | 
has. ſince received the. elevation he ſo | 
juſtly merited); a bail bond was given Wo 1 
to the ſneriff; and previous to the time | — 
When bail ſhould be put in above, the 
' Defendant's attorney, a man of deſerved 
reputation, called on the plaintiff's at- | 
| torney to pay the debt and coſts, which . 
fell ſomewhat ſhort of zol.—the Defen- 1 
dant's attorney tendered a bank note of 
30 J. value; the plaintiff's attorney had 
no change —he was deſired to ſend out 1 
for it— be had no clerk 1 in. the Way 


dhe defendant's attorney offered to leave 
nue note, and ſend for the change; but 
he was requeſted by the plaintiff's attor- - 
ney to take it with him“ You cannot 
12 ſuppoſe,” ſays he, that I ſhould doubt 
4 your word; pay it the next time you paſs 
2 this way, or we ſhall meet ſome day of the 
term at the Hall: you may depend on 
1 : . | | all 


Jes . N 


5 3 *. all proceedings pO el 0 5 "aj 


Fg 


\ 


. 
4＋ 1 


5 honeſt practiſer, cajoled by this apparent 
frankneſs, took back his note, and with - 
in twenty-four hours was informed by 9 

4 His client and his bail, that ey had ſe- 
verally been ſerved with copies of writs, 
on an aſſig ignment of the bail- bond. He 
applied to the Court; and, on an afh- 
davit of the real caſe, obtained the 

| uſual rule to ſhew cauſe: but the ſtate- 
ment on which the rule was granted, 


was. completely anſwered by a volume 
of affidavits; and the only redreſs the de- 
fendant could obtain, was to be admit- 

3 ted to put in bail in the original cauſe, 6 
on payment of colts of the aſſignment of | 
the bail-bond, and the proceedings there- 

on, and the coſts of the application, which 

| together amounted to more than the debt yy 8 
Which the action had been brought to re- 
cover. The plaintiff's attorney roſe into 


-” $+.4 


to 1 


+ the profeſſion by regular gradation, from 
the rank of a e . 


— 
— 


This caſs _ principally to the * | 
ſervation above made; the following may 
ſeirve as inſtances of the depra ved, and 

iniquitous practice of. the low claſs of 

- attornies in general. 8 


In a pariſh adjoining the metropolis 
| 41d within the Bills of mortality, an of 
| honeſt man, a. labourer in an humble. 
occupation, received, as a lodger, à gen- 
tleman of the law, who came thither for. 

the benefit of the air, that of the nor- 
thern quarter of the town having diſ- 
agreed with him. After ſome months 
reſidence, having incurred a debt of three 
or four pounds to his landlord, which he 


was unable to diſcharge, he gave the 


poor man a note of hand for the mogen, 
| _ Gepaitods. 


3 5 


Aber 88 De was; or 6 pres, 
| tended to be, of the ſame profeſſion, ſuc- 
' ceeded him in the lodging; and the honeſt 
man having, after ſome, acquaintance, 
5 informed his new lodger of the conduct 
of his predeceſſor, he was aſſured by him, | 
that | he well, knew. the debtor, that he 
was very capable of diſcharging the debt, 5 
and that though he had ſome reaſons for | 
declining to engage in it himſelf, yet he 
would recommend him to a gentleman 
ho would certainly recover the money 
for him, without putting him to a ſhil- 
5 log ones. 


— 0 


: On- "OR of this intelligence the 
Joyful creditor readily agreed to accom« 
pany his lodger to this excellent friend, 


| an he accordingly introduced him to a 


: quondam footman, now practiſing as an 
7 attorney (and whom I have already men- ; 
- Rents as having a ee of the ſame 
deſcription 


1 LE 
dekrription articled to him) and te bim 
he delivered his note, under the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances that he would NORTON . 
"ny it, "FARE . "OY 


* * 
Sn 


. 2 


For ee heard en 
Kis attorhey; at the end of that time, 88 
he was following his occupation, he Was 
ſeized 'by the officers of the Sheriff, aud 
"conveyed to a place of fafety, till he cou 
raiſe ſix or ſeven pounds, for which'ſam 


he had been taken in execution, at the | 


uit of his debtor, for (as he has been ; 
fince informed) the cofts on a judgment 
of Nonpros, obtained againſt him by the 
neglect or miſconduct of the attorney 
who had undertaken to recover the > 
money for him: and by the payment of 
this ſum, procured at the erpence of 
many of the conveniences and ſome of 
8 the neceſſaties'of life; he was obliged to 


. . 8 af * 2 5 . : : : 
2 5 ' . 
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Ne 


He ſome time ge i: to T7 wor: 5 
* attorney, to account for his conduct, 5 
and make him ſome ſatisfaction, but he A 
was driven from his door with a threat, N 
that if he was troubleſome he ſhould 
make out his own bill of colts; which 
would amount to 10. and which he 
would be compelled to pay; . intimidated 
by this menace, he deſiſted from further 
application, and ſubmitted to the loſs of 

His money and his note; nor can. any re- 
medy be pointed out to him; his friend | 
vo introduced him to the attorney is no 

I where to be found; and ſnould he apply | 
to the court upon affidavit, be e 
| + TE ODIN 1 #5 
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About t. two years . a moe man . 
- woman” Who reſided about eight miles 


. from town, having lent their whole pro- 


8 | perty, amounting to ſomewhat about 40l. 
706 188 able, bye not willing to repay 
mem, Z 


„ K 


* 


. 


5 1 


ee n to an \pogugintance.. a 
and deſired to be recommended to a law-, 
yer; in the neighbourhood lived a G. 
tleman who profeſſed the law, to him they. 
applied; he undertook their caſe, and in 
the progreſs of the cauſe obtained. from, . 
| them about nine or ten pounds in money, ; 
1 and when ĩt came to trial they were nearly, 
at an equal expence in carriages for their 
witneſſes, and other charges 8 When, the 
© cauſe was called on, the . plaintiff, * „ 
wife, and their witneſſes were in attend. ,. 
ance, but, to their ſurprize, this pretended. _ 
attorney came out from che. court in Fry 
| or thr ve minutes, and told them it was now 
all over; and every thing was in their favor. f 
Seon afterwards they were informed that 
they muſt attend again with their wit . 
j\ neſſes 1 they did ſo, and it now appeared 
3 that the cauſe had been referred, and by 
me award their claim was reduced to 2 l. 
and coſts. The whole debt and coſts re · 
„„ oO JE PN covered - 


. 
255 
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3 er 4 and received. amounted: 0 TY 


Wards of pol. The applied for their 
debt; and were paid about 6 J. being all, 
as they. were told, that was. coming” to 


them on this they remonſtrated, and n 


diſcovered that the perſon whom they 


had confided 1 in was no attorney — the Sg 
_ cauſe had been profecuted in a. different 
name, and the fact was, that the man 
. who undertook it lived at the extremity” 
of the town, and was a hackney writer to 
an attorney, but not to the perſon Whoſe | 


name was uſed, to him he was an articled 


clerk, and has, 1 underſtand, been ſince 


mitte n TOs theſe articles. 


þ 0 — . poor plaintiff 5 
applied to an attorney, : and on an affidavit 


of theſe facts the court was moved; but 


the firſt attorney and his clerk produced | 
near one hundred ſheets of affidavit, in 
Inſure to the en by which it was 
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0 vopinadifted or confuſed, that the Saas 


_ tiff's council adviſed him to ſuffer the rule 
to be diſcharged without coſts; and the 13 
poor unfortunate old couple are obliged 1 
fit down with the loſs of their whole debt— 


bo upwards: of 10l. advanced and paid, . and 


more than that ſum expended in the 
fruitleſs application: to the court; after an 
5 award, in their {yyour, ith coſts of fait, 


Fx 


A diſtreſſed t ada: bank been ar 5 
5 reſted for a debt a few months ago, gave bail 
to the ſheriff, and the writ being returnable 


the laſt day of the term, bail was put in 


above, and notice given of juſtification the 
firſt day of the term enſuing; but finding 
himſelf unable to pay or ſettle the debt, he 
applied to his attorney, and deſiring to | . 
ſurrender in diſcharge of his bail, he was 
directed to prepare himſelf in due time; 
and previous to the term his attorney ſent 
to him to come the next day to complete | 
F 2 55 the 


8 : 
— 


the furrender ; but the clerk who carried 
=: meſſage. was informed that He had 
= employed me "other" Ry" in that: 


— ; 5 4 48 7 
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A few wie after the wiſe of File tradef. 
= d | "man, came to his former attorney in 
1 great diftreſs, and acquainted him that 
Bl 7 huſband had been perſuaded to em- 
he _ ploy one of the attornies who attended 
about the priſon; that he had given him 
| the forn he had demanded; that he foon 

| Uiſcovered this man was not an attorney, 


77 


5 ployed: another of the like deſcription, and 
of: the fame recommendation, who had 


i alſo received from him a ſum of money 
equal to what he had already advanced to 


ed that this laſt man, either was not an 
attorney, or was not in a- ſituation to 


11 * ee ene 
8 : n 


5 and had done nothing; that he then em- 


-:+« os other; that he had now been inform 


= 


t T7 1 A 
e bad been done, ns therefore . 
_ earneſtly requeſted his former attorney to 


1 forgive the impropriety of his conduct to 
2M 1 „and reſcue the bail fröm danger: 


in compaſſion to the man's ſituation, he 


2 anderzook to look into the buſineſs, and 


: tracing it through the ſeveral offices, found 


- 


| the ſurrender nearly. completed by 2 third b 


perſon who was an attorney: and thus 
after about treble the charge which would : 
have been incurred with a, fair and regu- 
lar practiſer, and after extreme. anxiety 
and uneaſineſs, the ſurrender was per- 
fected, and the on 6 5 en 


Fg . 


ment, in the courſe of the laſt ſummer, ap- þ 


plied to a gentleman: af the profeſſion, 


and told him he was recommended to him 
0 obtain a new trial for him, in a cauſe 
which had then lately been tried, and 
wherein he n himſelf 1 8 


51 waiter at a anda hon of enteral. | 


/ 


5 1 35 5 
e which had' 1 been obtained 
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And he ated 7 caſe—That himſelf 


Mr. A. the butcher, Mr.'B. the hair-dreſ- 
ſer, Mr. CE the attorney, and a few ober 


gentlenien, met at a public-houſe to play 


at cribbage for a ſupper that ſome words 7 


having ariſen between one of the com- | 
pany and himſelf, the other had challeng- 
ed him to fight—that he'declining to ac- 


cept it, his oppoient | had driven him 
round the room with his fiſts in his ſto- 
mach; that continuing this inſult, as he 


paſſed the — hy Gro-pan, 


and gave his adverſary a ſcratch on the 


2 bead; th at be. attorney preſent had brought 


an action againſt him, and he had been 
1 recommended to a perſon to defend, whoſe 


Zi name ol reſſdence he did not know, but 
he believed he was a'clerk, and could not 


bb in his own name that the cauſe 
| | had 


"as. 


; had been tried, and the verdidt above de- Ke 


ſeribed the reſult; and this verdict he 5 
conceived to be improperly given, as, ac- | | 
cording to his repreſentation, the plain 
tiff was the aggreſſor: J However, the 
5 gentleman to whom he applied, having 
enquired into the circumſtances from the 
learned counſel, who was employed in 
his defence; and finding that, though the 
| aſſault was certainly made by the plain 
lf, yet that the ſcratch mentioned was 
a violent cut; and conſidering that, could 


| new trial be obtained, the purſuit of the 


cauſe could only be productive of ruin to 
both parties; he adviſed the man to be 
content with the loſs he had already ſuſ- 
tained, and avoid in future ſupper and 
card Parties with attornies who frequent 
alchouſes, for very little other purpoſe, 
than to nt e and 1 up 

; . e | | 
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E Tea before me a bill of colts i in 
an action brought to recover ſomewhat 2 


- above forty ſhillings, i in which the attor-" | 


_ nies, finding there was a riſque that nei- 5 
ther party would be able to pay the coſt 5 
"If the cauſe ſhould be tried, have contriv- : | 
ed to make a little annuity out-of it, by 


_ giving. ſeven notices of trial, and as many 
| notices of countermand, enriching - the 


charges for theſe proceedings by ſeyen term 


fees on each ſide. And theſe petty ſums 


they have managed to ſqueeze out of their 


Poor clients, after having levied on them 1 


the coſts Deen, 8 the cauſe to ine. 


* {* #" 35. 10s 5 * ng £ „ 


But 3 of this filth—it i is wn 


kay to exhauſt your'Lordſhips” patience - | 


by purſuing a ſubject which can only 
ſerve to excite your diſguſt, abhorrence 
and contempt; inſtances enough have been 
adduced to prove the exiſtence of the evil, 


and to r the neceſſity * its removal. 


ha But 


— «© . 
” 2 : — * 
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2pm here my taſk grows difficult, dl 

| I am involved 1 in all the embarraſſments 

| of doubt, diffidence; and miſgiving ap- 

| prehenſions; vet, inſpired by a full 

'- + knowledge of your Lordſhips' perfect at- 

| tention to the minuteſt branches of the 

great offices comrhitted to your adminiſ-— 

tration, and emboldened by a confidence. 

ariſing from the rectitude of my on 

| intentions, I will not ſhrink from we 

Ln | moſt arduous part of the work I have un- 

dͥertaken, but will venture, with humbleſt 

deference, to ſubmit to your n * 

the imperfe& outlines of a plan for re- 

| forming the abuſes, which I have endea- 

k voured to point out. And the confidera- 

tion of this plan muſt . neceſſarily fall 

under two heads, the correcton of the 

e Preſeat abuſes and the e of them 
in en, 
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. | . oceurrite nerd, is a caution as as 
| necellary in law as in phyfic, and! in both 
; caſes it will be found moſt ſafe and leaſt | 
difficult to check the growing diſeaſe, and 
attack the firſt ſymptoms of an approach- 


7 


uin malady, w_ 
| >, ms RON * . by FP . a 


But when this has not been done, and 
+, rages. with dangerons violence, medi- 
cines muſt be adminiſtered, ſtrong, aQive, 


— 7 
„ of powerful operation, 


| And | 10 cure  effeflually, the diſorder 
which 1s the ſubject of this letter, they 
muſt be applied with an unſparing hand, . 
in this caſe tenderneſs would be cruelty, 
5 and mercy miſapplied.” 2 


\ 


1 he opportunity of fearing | laſt 3 is, as. 
has been already ſtated, the great induce- 
ment to ſharping and unfair practice the 

remedy by indiftment for perjury is too 


. 


Ge ES. 8 often 
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often beyond the reach of the nn par- 


| ty—the expence attending it is enormous, 

the proceſs critically difficult, and the end, 
when obtained, brings. no reimburſement 

of loſs or expence—to a poor man theſe are 

| obſtacles which he cannot attempt. to ſur- 

mount, and as the practice of the petti- 

fogging attorney lies principally, if not 


wholly, amongſt the needy, ! he ventures to 
ſwear without dread of future puniſh- | 


| ment. 


The dreadful effects of ſuch REES 


ous oaths might perhaps | be i in ſome mea- 


caſes where there appears no clear and 

_ deciſive preponderation,to a proper officer, 
who might be authorized to examine the 
parties viva Voce, if he ſaw it neceſſary, 
5 and after enquiring by this, or any other 


ZI , 


means 


2 ſure obviated by a refer ence, in all caſes, 
where the affidavit is made by the attor- 
ney, his clerk or his client, and i in all other 
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* a _ 
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1 n 4. 1 
- all that 595 be found ener to | 


a his opinion to the court ſuch a 
fummary proceeding would be attended 
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with little expence, and the appre ehenfion 


of fuch an inveſtigation would moſt prob= 
ably render the production of deſperate 


| affidavits lefs frequent, and the ſucceſs of 

them being much leſs certain than at 

preſent, the ſame temptation to ſwear 

looſely, wantonly, or . would not 
1 _ itself. 


<li all caſes whees there i is an ee : 


effort of ſhuffling or chicanery on the 


part of the attorney, if he was immedi- 
ately to be called before 'the court, and 


* publickly reprimanded; it might anſwer | 
the double purpoſe of correction to the 


| 88 2 


1 after 12 reprimand, any one ſhould 


be found * * to tread again the 
ſame 


— 


t x EY 5 
Amme park; A faſpenfion Hou psd * 
one, two, or three years, according to the 
extent of the conduct, 2 e ad- 
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name would then be defervedly ſtruck out 
of the roll of attornies, and his character 
expoſed to ſcorn and contempt by a pub- 
lication of his crimes and his puniſh- 


tr 


| ment. 45 ; N | 8 e . 


But i; in caſes of actual — 
the diſgrace « of the offenders was imme“ 
diate, and they were at once rendered in- 
capable of continuing their enormities, a 
few examples 'of this kind might ſtrike 


A the miſcreant tribe with terror, and deter 


others from expoſing. thernſelves' ro the 
ſame fate, | 


_—— Nor | 
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Nor ſhould the diſmiſſion-from the roli 
of attornies be merely kriown in the court, 
or at the moment the puniſhment ; is in- 
maed; the name of the offender, the na- 


ture of his offence, and the merited ſeri- 
tence denounced againſt him, ſhould be 
7 inſcribed i in legible characters on a tablet, 
and expoſed in each of the courts for the 
four ſucceeding term. 


+. 


Such a publication would probably . 


anſwer the excellent purpoſe of prevent- 


ing the rejected pettifogger from act- 


ing in the name of another —his fame 
would be notorious, and he would find 


it difficult to impoſe himfelf as a praftiſer 


even 5 the loweſt order of the ae. 5 
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A. 5 in dn to this were of Y 


your Lordſhips, the general body of this 


branch of the profeſſion would unite in 


avoiding : all communication or connection 
with 


7 


A 


: 1 491 
with oleic or marked characters, 
attornies of this deſeription would be 
gompelled either to herd together, and by 
that means to become conſpicuouſly deſ- 
ſpicable; or to avoid this effect of the 
contempt expreſſed at their conduct, tbey 
would ſeparate and keep aloof from each 
other, and thus divided, their attacks on 
ſociety would be leſſened both. in force 
and danger. Th A 


: Tam aware that in this caſe the beſt 
remedies that can be offered (and I have no 
doubt that many better than thoſe 1 have 
ſuggeſted may be adopted) will be found 

- inadequate to univerſal relief, but it is an 
object of no little importance to leſſen 
a the numbers, or circumſeribe the powers 
5 15 thoſe devourin 8 . the law. 

To prevent in future the admiſſion of 
improper perſons to act as attornies, is 


the 
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* r ccd ies for ibs evils T- : 


. have endeavoured to repreſent, but this i is 1 
work of time, and will not be unatiend- 
* with n. os 


1 vo proved that the tax on 

r #itorvies, impoſed in the ſhape of a certi- 
ficate, however it may have benfited the 
revenue, has failed in preventing the ad- 
miſſion or practice of one unworthy man; 
nor will any pecuniary fine, (unleſs it 
ſhould be of ſuch magnitude as to act as 
an interdiction to fit perſons alſo) anſwer 
any ſuch purpoſe ; the preſent act charging 
the five pounds and three pounds is evaded 
every hour ; and the combi nations which I 
have repreſented, would operate in the 
dee way to elude the payment of higher 
impoſitions, Nor is the keeping out the 
{pad attorney the only, or even the princt- + 
as 5 the n iterate unprincipled 
5 FP 
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weeteh,. poſſeſſed. of. money, would. *. 5 


the more e of n miſchief. 1 
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adopted, and the following may prob- 


ably afford ſome grounds, for a more 25 


. noted, vid nnexeeptionaile 
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ment, for indemnifying clerks to attor- 


nies, who have neglected to file affidayits 
of the execution of their articles 1 in due 


I 


time, be in future wholly omitted. 


* 
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has duly ſerved five years to his maſter or 


' maſters, extend. to his having, during the 


whole time, been actually employed in: the 


office or offices, houſe or houſes, of his 
maſter or maſters, in doing his or their 
buſineſs or buſineſſes; and that he has 

ys . not 


| 10 _ ana indulgence. of parlia- 


. 
. Wh, 


Wen be time of — 7 
been employed by any other perſon or 
perſons, for profit, hire, or wages; or 
bern engaged or concerned in the prac- 


tice! of * — ee __ 


92 Ea: „„ „ einne : ; 

Let 3 perſon 5 offers himſelf to a | 
be admitted an attorney, be examined in 
open cturr, as to his moral as well as his 
| profeſſional fitneſs, and let the maſter | 
alſo attend, if the clerkſhip hath been 
ſerved in, or within a certain number of 
3 miles of, the metropolis, and be examined 
on oath, in open court, as to the manner 
im which the clerkſhip hath been ſerved— 
and if the place of his reſidence” exceeds 

ce let him exhibit an affidavit 

to the ſame 1 as WIT the clerk. 

in 10 15 FF % a3 nn | he 

Theſe -regalitions will effetually pre 

vent any ef improper character or 
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not to be apprehendet that the eam 
tion will often produce proofs of "deep" 


candidates are of ſuch conditions, appear- 
ances, and ages, as that they may be 
expected to improve by experience, and 


ts acquire with their ripening e 
due 6 F of ee ſill. : 


dual in life, from — 


EE mitted'an-attorney. / They will keep back 


the grobly ignorant and illiterate from 
the dangerous effort; and though it is 


erudition or knowledge; yet it will en- 
able your Lotdſhips to judge whether the 


n 5 „ * 3 + 
i 


With Aa bench, where debian bete wit- 
dom, and unwarped integrity ſhine with 


" reſplendent luſtre with a bar, where 


eloquence and elegance, ability and pro- 


bity, are. univerſally and equally conſpi- 
cuous with officers in the ſeveral courts, 
diſtinguiſhed and admired for their ĩimpar- 


"yp Attention, 1 affability, and with 


” 185 attornies 
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| attornies 8 in charger end qua- 
nifications by your Lordſhips ; the law Fa 
| would ſoon become, what our excellent 


conſtitution deſigned it, a terror and 
ſcourge to the wicked, and a ſupport and 


ſhield to the oppreſſed th 5 5 
engaging in ſuits. for the aſcertainment of | 
property would vaniſh; and inſtead of 


the odium, diſlike and abhorrence, which 


reſts. on the general. body of practiſing 
attornies, the character would ſoon be- 
come as reſpectable, as it would be uſe- 


ful; and they would be looked to with 


15 ol. as the channels through which 
juſtice and right might be obtained, with 
_ certainty and e 9 


Should theſe PR looſe hints which 1 


have thrown together, and preſume to 
preſent to your Lordſhips, be conſidered 
in the ſmalleſt degree worthy of your 
| Lordſhips' attention, my purpoſe will 
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SA 


Me 
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A be fully anſwered, It is. for! 0 public 

only that I apply, nor have I any views 
which concern myſelf, 


To your London 1 offer 1 no apologies, 
to mean well is to merit, and to receire 


your approbation. 


* 


-y have the bile to be, with the moſt perfect reſpect, 


Fen 


Your Lordſh ips' moſt devoted ; 
© and obedient feryamy == 
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CHA. MARTYN. 


Lambeth Terrace, | 
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